
What is Stephen Ministry?

Stephen Ministry provides distinctively Christian, 
one-to-one, gender specific, confidential care 
to those experiencing difficulties in their lives.  
Pastors will always be on the front lines of care, 
especially during times of crisis, but there are
always many more needs for ongoing care than 
pastors can effectively meet by themselves. Ste-
phen Ministry provides a biblical solution - 
equipping God’s people for ministry.
   			           - Ephesians 4:12a 

Who May Need a Stephen Minister?

People who are experiencing:
 Hospitalization
 Illness (chronic or terminal)
 Family frustrations and challenges
 Loss of a loved one
 Separation or divorce
 Grief
 A chronically or terminally ill family member
 Loneliness
 Being shut-in
 Birth, adoption, miscarriage, or infertility
 Low self-esteem
 Unemployment or job crisis
 Financial setbacks
 Spiritual struggles
 Aging, retirement
 Relocation
 Recovery following an accident or disaster
 Incarceration
 Various other life changes

A Care Receiver is...

 A member of CCC who needs ongoing care during a 
    life challenge.

 A person who needs someone he/she can trust and   
    know their relationship will be confidential.

 An individual who will commit to meeting with
    his/her Stephen Minister on a regular basis.

 Needing someone who does not “do for” but is 
    “there for.”

What is a Stephen Minister?

A Stephen Minister is a...
Member of CCC who walks beside a    		
  person who is hurting.
Christian who takes the time to really 		      
  listen, is willing to talk about spiritual
  issues but will not force them.
Person who makes regular contacts and 		
  visits, usually weekly.
Committed lay person who has received 		
  50 hours of initial training in caring 
  ministry skills and concepts.
Participant in regular continued education,   		
  support, and supervision under the guidance 
  of trained Stephen Leaders.

A Stephen Minister is not a...
	  Counselor  Therapist
    Problem solver   Casual visitor Your Stephen Minister  is God’s 

Caregiver. God is the Curegiver.

Symbol
The Stephen Ministry symbol consists of a cross 
and circle together with a broken person and a 
whole person.  The broken person behind the 
cross symbolizes the brokenness that sometimes 
occurs in our lives.  The whole person stands in 
front of the cross.  It is only through the cross
of Jesus that we are made whole.  The circle 
symbolizes both the wholeness we receive 
through Christ and God’s unending love 
for us.

Why the Name Stephen?
During the time of the early church, the apostles 
decided to choose among their faithful disciples 
those who would be sent into the community to 
minister to the needs of the people.  
   “And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith                  	
     and the Holy Spirit...”     - Acts 6:5 NRSV

Stephen Ministries St. Louis
Supports Our Congregation

Stephen Ministries is a not-for-profit Christian 
educational organization based in St. Louis, 
Missouri.  Founded in 1975, Stephen Ministries 
provides training and resources to thousands of 
congregations and organizations worldwide.



Stephen Ministry
Leadership Team

- - - 
Pam Barton

Sharon Bromley
Bryan Coon
Carolyn Hall
Russell Noss
Steve Seaton
Lance Ward

(Pastor of Congregational Care)

Crossings Community Church
Stephen Ministry Statistics

Year enrolled in Stephen Series	      1998
Trained Stephen Leaders	                         7
Active Stephen Ministers	                       60
Stephen Ministries Trained to Date           225
Care receivers served to date		        485
Caring hours given, approx.                     25,220

- - -

If you have questions regarding Stephen Ministry, we 
invite you to visit with one of our Stephen Leaders or
call the office of Congregational Care at 755-2227 x219.

What is a Stephen Leader ?
- - - 

Trained leaders in our congregation who
oversee and direct our Stephen Ministry. 

 Agreement to Receive Care

As a Care Receiver, we trust the information in 
this brochure has been helpful in understanding 
the basic facts of Stephen Ministry and your 
relationship with your Stephen Minister.

You will be truly blessed as you enter into
this caring relationship. Your Stephen Minister 
anticipates getting to know you, is committed
to you, and looking forward to witnessing
wholeness in your life.

Feel free to ask questions and discuss this
information with your Stephen Minister. Your 
understanding of this ministry, participation, 
and commitment is important in allowing God 
to bring wholeness to your life. Please sign 
below as a reminder of your Stephen Ministry 
covenant.  

I,__________________________________

understand the description of Stephen Ministry 
as explained and desire to receive care from a 
Stephen Minister from Crossings Community 
Church.  I will commit to meeting regularly 
with my Stephen Minister as is mutually agreed.

Crossings Community Church
14600 N. Portland Avenue
Oklahoma City, Ok 73134

(405) 755-2227 • crossingsokc.org


